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FERNALD 1990 AIRBORNE URANIUM EMISSIONS LOWEST I N  HISTORY OF S I T E  

CINCINNATI, Ohio -- Ai rborne uranium emissions from the U. S. Department 

o f  Energy’s Feed Mate r ia l s  Product ion Center i n  1990 were the  lowest  i n  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  according t o  t h e  FMPC Annual Environmental Report  issued 

today. 

Environmental repo r t s  are pub1 ished annual ly  a t  t he  Fernald S i t e ,  now 

c a l l e d  t h e  Fernald Environmental Management P ro jec t  (FEMP) a f t e r  t he  s i t e ’ s  

fo rmer  uranium produc t ion  miss ion  was f o r m a l l y  ended i n  1991. 

p resen ts  sampling da ta  f o r  a i r ,  water, s o i l ,  sediment, vegetat ion,  meat, f i s h  

and o t h e r  media which are c o l l e c t e d  throughout the  year  as p a r t  o f  t h e  FEMP 

env i ronmenta l  mon i to r ing  program. 

The r e p o r t  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  environmental mon i to r ing  data, the Annual Environmental 

Repor t  c a l c u l a t e s  the  r a d i a t i o n  dose t o  the  p u b l i c  r e s u l t i n g  f rom Ferna ld  

ope ra t i ons .  

person who i s  assumed t o  l i v e  near t h e  K-65 s i l o s ,  d r i n k  water from t h e  Great 

Miami River ,  and ea t  l o c a l  produce, beef, and f i s h  -- received a maximum 

e f f e c t i v e  dose o f  10 m i l l i r em,  which i s  10 percent o f  the  100 m i l l i r e m  l i m i t  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Commission on Radio log ica l  P ro tec t i on .  

I n  1990, the  maximally-exposed i n d i v i d u a l  -- a hypo the t i ca l  

n .- 
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Estimated uranium emissions to the air from the Fernald Site in 1990 

totaled seven pounds, as compared to 66 pounds released in 1989. Uranium 

discharges to the river were 1,729 pounds, compared with 1,854 in 1989. 

decrease in airborne re1 eases reflects the fact that production operations 

were halted in mid-1989 and have never resumed. 

should continue to decline as additional wastewater treatment capacity is 

installed at the FEMP. 

The 

Discharges to the river 

All emissions were well within applicable Department 

of Energy limits. 

As environmental restoration and waste management efforts proceed at 

FEMP, environmental monitoring programs rema n in place to track progress 

reducing potential contamination of the environment. Future reports will 
reflect the new mission of the FEMP. 

the 

n 

' Copies of the annual environmental report may be obtained at the Public 

Environmental Information Center, 10485 Hamil ton-Cleves Road, or by contacting 

the Department of Energy Fernald Office. 
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